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FOUNDATION TIER – GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE PRACTICE PAPER (NI – CCEA Style)
Time: 1 hour 45 minutes Total Marks: 100
Section A: Reading – 40 marks Section B: Writing – 60 marks
SECTION A – READING
Read Text A and Text B, then answer the questions.
Text A – Short Article
A New Start for Young People
A new four‑week course has opened in Cookstown to help young people who are unsure about their future. The course teaches useful skills, such as how to write a CV and how to prepare for interviews. Staff also help young people feel more confident about themselves.
The course leader, Mr. Kelly, says, “We want young people to know they have talent. Sometimes they just need a little support to see it.”
Local businesses are interested in the course and may offer work experience to people who take part.
Text B – Short Personal Story
Feeling Better About Myself
When my friend told me about a course that might help me get a job, I didn’t want to go. I felt nervous and thought I would not be good enough. But I decided to try it.
The staff were friendly and helped me feel calm. I learned how to answer interview questions and how to talk about my strengths. By the end of the course, I felt much more confident. I even applied for a job — and I got it.
Questions – Section A
1. Give one reason why the course in Text A was created.
(1 mark)
2. What is one skill the course teaches in Text A?
(1 mark)
3. How does Mr. Kelly feel about young people? Give one point.
(2 marks)
4. In Text B, how did the writer feel before starting the course? Give one detail.
(2 marks)
5. What did the writer learn during the course in Text B? Give one example.
(2 marks)
6. How does the writer feel at the end of Text B? Explain using your own words.
(4 marks)
7. What is one way the two texts are similar?
(4 marks)
8. Which text do you think is more encouraging for young people? Explain your answer with one reason.
(8 marks)
SECTION B – WRITING
Choose ONE task.
Task 1: Personal Writing
Write about a time when you tried something new. Explain how it made you feel. (60 marks)
Task 2: Functional Writing
Write a short letter to your school or youth club explaining why young people need more support with confidence and skills. 
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